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Editor's Note: This is the first in a series of three articles profiling Eastern
Michigan University's 16 Presidential Scholars.

Feb. 9, 2010 issue
Presidential Scholars grateful
for opportunity to pursue their
education at EMU

By Marietta Ford

The Presidential Scholarship is a four-year award that pays 30 credit hours
( 15 per semester) per year of in-state tuition, housing, food allowance and
mandatory fees. Students who receive these scholarships must live in
University residence halls the first two years of the award, complete at
least 15 credit hours per semester and maintain a 3.5 GPA.
Scholarship recipients are selected during EMU's annual Presidential
Scholarship Competition. Awards are based on a competitive exam. To
compete, high school seniors must have either a 3.7 GPA, with a minimum
of 25 ACT or 1,150 SAT score. Each scholarship winner also must complete
a successful interview.
This year, 16 students were found deserving of the honor. Profiles of the
first five are provided below.
Rose Branstrom (Stockbridge, Mich.)
Although she was set on attending EMU whether or not she received a
Presidential Scholarship, the overall structure and culture of the University
are what inspired Rose Branstrom to choose EMU.
"I was impressed with the caliber of teaching at EMU,"
said Branstrom. "The campus is diverse and the
teachers seem to really care about making a difference
in our lives."
As a freshman considering a major in public relations,
Branstrom also feels inspired to make a difference some
day by working on environmental campaigns for the Ad
Council. She is particularly interested in pursuing
campaigns that promote water conservation.
Branstrom

"Mother Nature is dear to my heart," said Branstrom. "I
have always felt passionate about saving the environment."
Currently, Branstrom is a member of the EMU community service
organization, Circle K. The most recent event Branstrom took part in was
the Circle K Baby Shower Social, a day where guests bring in baby gifts
that are donated to the Corner Health Center in Ypsilanti.
As an older sister, Branstrom continuously strives to work hard and do
good things so that she can be a role model to her younger sibling.
After college, Branstrom hopes to travel to Europe and the Mediterranean
to expand her horizons and share with the world what she has to offer.
Amanda Price (Canton, Mich.)
The quality of the special education program, accompanied with the

incentive of the full-ride scholarship, made EMU the school of choice for
Amanda Price.
Price fell in love with special education during her high
school years as a swimming, basketball and boxing
coach for the Special Olympics.
"Every single child has potential," said Price. "It just
involves someone taking the time to help them achieve
that potential."
Price also utilizes her teaching abilities as an early
elementary aide for Kid Konnection, an organization
through EMU's Vision office, which places students in
classrooms and local volunteer centers throughout the
Ypsilanti area.

Price

As the daughter of an Army reservist, Price takes part in the Army Reserve
Teen Panel, an organization of about 25 teens from around the U.S. that
creates programs to help other youth cope with the challenges of having
an immediate family member in the reserves.
"My Dad has given everything for his country," said Price. "I just want to
try and serve along with him by being part of the Army Reserve Teen
Panel."
Although Price enjoys keeping herself busy with school and organizational
activities, she looks forward to down time with friends, which often
includes lots of impromptu swing dancing and singing.
Olivia Scheffler (Ann Arbor, Mich.}
With three of her immediate family members being EMU alumni, Olivia
Scheffler was thrilled to win the Presidential Scholarship and attend the
school that has always been a big part of her life.
"The scholarship has helped me so that I can focus on
my studies and not have to worry about paying for
school," said Scheffler. "I am grateful to be a recipient."
After a semester at EMU, Scheffler has fallen in love
with the personable atmosphere of the campus. She
has met many new friends from her dorm and from
joining Christian Challenge, a campus organization
focused on support systems, bible studies and
volunteering within the community.
Scheffler

With an interest in becoming a forensic scientist,
Scheffler is pursuing a major in biology. She also plans to minor in
chemistry.
"In forensic science, you do something different every day," said Scheffler.
"You are constantly in a new environment."
In high school, Scheffler was the opinions editor for the school newspaper,
and she also placed in numerous statewide journalism competitions.
Currently, Scheffler is working on finishing her first young adult book,
entitled "Seth's Range."
"My book is about a boy growing up on a horse range in Montana," said
Scheffler. "I hope to get it published in the near future."

z_

Kerry Gould (Solon, Ohio)
Kerry Gould's interest in medicine and love for helping others makes a
major in nursing a good fit for her.
"My mother was a nurse, so I have been immersed in the nursing field
since I was born," said Gould. "I was intrigued by all of the stories she told
me when she got home from work. "
Gould's particular interest in becoming an emergency or
trauma nurse led to her job shadowing an intensive care
unit nurse at South Pointe Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio,
this past summer.
"I like the hectic environment," said Gould. "I have a
laid-back personality and can handle being in stressful
situations."
Gould has already proven that she can handle stressful
situations after being stage manager for seven different Gould
plays during her high school career. Currently, Gould is
the assistant stage manager for EMU's next theatrical production,
"Nora/Julie."
Overall, Gould is grateful to receive the full-ride scholarship that is helping
her to pursue her personal and professional goals.
"EMU was my first choice," said Gould. "I liked the nursing program, the
atmosphere of the campus and the scholarship as a whole really helped me
out."
Michael Volkman (Archbold, Ohio)
With a graduating class of less than 100 students, Michael Volkman's
transition to EMU took some time. But with more than a semester under
his belt, Volkman couldn't be happier with his decision.
"Coming to EMU was an eye-opening experience," said Volkman. "But now
I realize that, here, I get the big campus feel, but everything is still close
together. "
Volkman initially chose to attend EMU for its
anthropology program. Currently, he is double majoring
in anthropology and geography, and he plans to become
an archaeologist and explore the ancient Greek ruins.
"I feel like there is still so much history to be uncovered
that can increase our knowledge of the past," said
Volkman. "I want to bring to life the truth through
becoming an archaeologist."
In high school, Volkman was on the cross country team
and track teams, where he went to the state meet and
placed ninth in the 800-meter run.
Volkman

On campus, Volkman has continued his passion for running by joining the
Road-Running EMUs, a group that goes for daily afternoon runs around the
Ypsilanti area.
"Running is my way of relaxing," said Volkman. "It gives me the chance to
sort through my thoughts."

For his future college endeavors, Volkman would like to be in an EMU
theatrical production.
"During high school, I was in the play 'The Music Man,' and I had a lot of
fun," said Volkman. "No matter what role you get, you are still having a
good time."
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Distinguished
Speaker Series
exposes EMU to
experts in clinical
research

By Alyssa Eckles

Eastern Michigan University becomes the place to be for many in the
medical field this semester. Eastern Michigan's Distinguished Speakers
Series returns with three leaders in clinical medicine discussing such topics
as medical communications and effectiveness research.
The Clinical Research Administration (CRA) Program's Distinguished
Speaker Series enters its seventh year, providing excellent lectures in the
field of clinical research. The series is sponsored by the EMU Student
Chapter of the Drug Information Association (DIA).
"We've really been fortunate in the past years to have well-known
individuals from industry, academia and the regulatory agencies come to
EMU and talk," said Stephen Sonstein, director of EMU's CRA program.
Eastern Michigan's CRA program was among the first in the country,
educating students to work on clinical trials of new drugs and devices. The
students will gain the experience to become clinical coordinators and
clinical trial monitors with clinical sites and pharmaceutical sponsors.
The 2010 series will feature three lectures and kicks off
with Jennifer Riggins, the director of Global Medical
Customer Solutions for Eli Lilly and Company, and a
board member of the DIA, presenting "Communications:
Informing Healthcare Professionals and Consumers, "
Wednesday, Feb. 17, at 7:30 p.m. Riggins handles the
medical communications between the industry and the
public. Her main duty is to provide the public with
accurate information about drugs.
Riggins
explained.

"The conversation between the pharmaceutical
companies and the public is now the media," Sonstein

The second speaker is Judith Glennie, director of Strategic Health
Technology Assessment for Janssen-Ortho, Inc. and a DIA board member.
Glennie presents "Evolution in Evidence-Based Drug Funding Canadian and
International Experiences," Wednesday, March 17, at 7:30 p.m.
Glennie has been a part of the Canadian government's
work with "effectiveness research." Research is
conducted on specific treatments for a disease to find
the most effective choice, and the Canadian government
will pay for that specific treatment in its healthcare
coverage. Sonstein said the U.S. may have to take this
action as well, especially if a form of government-aided
healthcare passes in the future.
The final speaker is Stephen Wilson, director of the
Glennie
Division of Biometrics with the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA). Wilson presents "Five Years Down
the FDA Critical Path Initiative," Wednesday, April 7, at 7:30 p.m.
For the past five years, Wilson has worked with the FDA critical path

initiative, a way to increase effectiveness, safety and speed of new drug
development. This work will lead to product sponsors discovering earlier
whether a drug is safe and effective, thus allowing more funds to be given
to more promising products.
For the past seven years, the CRA Program's Distinguished Speaker Series
has been popular within the medical community of Michigan. For a school
with no medical school or clinical facility, EMU has been fortunate to host
many prominent lecturers and guests through this series, Sonstein said.
The lectures are open to the public and are free. All lectures will be at the
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital Education Center, located at 4936 W. Clark Rd.
For more information, call Sonstein at 487-1238 or e-mail him at
stephen. sonstein@emich.edu.
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Give him a "D" so far for leadership.
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EMU faculty discuss
Obama presidency
to date during panel
discussion

By Geoff Larcom

It's too early to judge.
He was handed a terrible set of circumstances.
He began with incredibly high popularity ratings. So, how could he not fall?
That's just a sampling of the lively opinions that
emerged Feb. 1 during a panel discussion on
Barack Obama's presidency in the EMU Student
Center. More than 100 students and staff
members attended the event, entitled, " Barack
Obama's Presidency: The Politics of Race and the
Future of Multiracial Democracy." The talk was the
first of a series of events to honor Black History
Month at Eastern Michigan University.
Panelists included professors Ronald Woods,
African American studies; Liza Cerroni-Long,
sociology; Melvin Peters, African American
PRESIDENTIAL
studies; Heather Neff, English language and
REFLECTIONS:
literature; Mark Higbee, history; and Ravi Perry, a President Barack
professor of government at Clark University in
Obama was the
Worcester, Mass. Victor Oka�or, head of the
subject of a faculty
_
Department of African American studies,
discussion panel Feb.
moderated the discussion.
1 at the Student
Center. The event
was part of EMU's
"How has Obama fared in the first year of his
celebration of Black
presidency?" Okafor asked panel members.
History Month on
campus.
Higbee, who noted he was "a hard grader" in

giving the President a "D," said Obama needed to be more aggressive with
Republican opposition, and to focus more on jobs and preventing
foreclosures in his first year, as opposed to digging out Wall Street.
"When the GOP comes out with a 2-by-4, you have to respond," Higbee
said.
Neff said that Obama confronted the worst American set of circumstances
since the end of the Vietnam War.
"The man has not had a chance to do what he set out to do," Neff said.
Neff and Long noted that Europeans appreciate Obama in a way few
Americans do because he backed off from the bellicose international stance
of George W. Bush.
"He has delivered the goods in terms of international politics," Long said,
calling Obama "a breath of fresh air" on the world scene.
Perry said you can't fully judge the president at this point, and that any

concern over a lack of progress must hold Congress accountable as well.
Woods said that Obama has a unique skill set that does not focus on
political infighting or brushing aside the political roadblocks the GOP has
set up.
"The real test will come in eight years or so," Woods said.
Peters said he'd give Obama a "B" or "B-", and scoffed at the GOP's tactics.
"They'd rather see him fail," Peters said.
Peters said that Obama is trying to appeal to the opposition's sense of
democracy and bipartisanship, but that it has neither. But Peters said it's
time for Obama to get tough.
"Being president is not like being Sidney Poitier," he said, alluding to the
famous actor known for his cool demeanor. "I think it's time to rule."
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A Chinese Spring Festival Gala kicked off Eastern Michigan University's
celebration of Chinese Week.
Feb. 9, 2010 issue
EMU celebrates
Chinese Week
through Feb. 14

By Ward Mullens

The Gala, which took place Feb. 7 in the Student Center Ballroom, featured
cultural displays, games, buffet dinner, performance, raffle and dance. The
event is 4-9:30 p.m. in the Student Center Ballroom.
"As a
university
committed to
world
understanding,
we are excited
to support
Chinese Week
and to learn
from this
important
cultural
event," said
Jack Kay,
provost and
executive vice
••••••••••••
president of
CHINESE CELEBRATION: The dance group Ann Hua
academic
performs a Chinese "Southeastern Rain" dance
affairs.
complete with umbrellas during the Chinese Spring
Festival Gala, which took place in the Student
The Gala
Center
Ballroom Feb. 7. The event included cultural
began a
displays, games, a buffet dinner, Chinese
week long
performances, a raffle and dance. Photo by Robert Bunnell
celebration

that will include special exhibits at Halle Library, panel discussions and
several films. A panel discussion, "Women in the 21st Century," took place
Feb. 8 in Halle Library.
Upcoming events include:
• A seminar, "Chinese Etiquette: Dealing with Chinese from a
Social Context," is scheduled Tuesday, Feb. 9, 1-3 p.m., Room
300, Halle Library.
• A panel discussion, "Living in China: A Kaleidoscopic World," is
scheduled Wednesday, Feb. 10, 1-3 p.m., room 300, Halle Library.
• The Chinese film "Getting Home" will be shown Wednesday, Feb.
10, 7-9: 30 p.m., room 300, Halle Library.
• A presentation, "Success in the Changing World - the Eastern
and Western Way," is scheduled Friday, Feb. 12, 10:15-11 a.m.,
Student Center Auditorium.
• A panel discussion, " Doing Business in China," is scheduled
Friday, Feb. 12, 11-11 :45 a.m., Student Center Auditorium.

• A presentation, "Climbing the Great Wall," is scheduled Friday,
Feb. 12, 1-2 p.m., room 300, Halle Library.
• A Chinese film and discussion, "Please Vote for Me," is scheduled
Friday, Feb. 12, 2-4 p.m., room 300, Halle Library.
All events are free unless otherwise indicated. Details about the gala and
Chinese Week can be found at acs-association.blogspot.co
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EMU revises
information
assurance program
to meet growing
security needs

By Ward Mullens

"Ghostnet" and "Titan Rain" may sound like the next hot computer games
involving foreign powers, international intrigue and high tech, but they are
not.
Eastern Michigan University Professor Gerald "Skip" Lawver knows that it is
not a game and the occurrences of cyber attacks such as "Titan Rain" in
2003 and "Ghostnet" in 2009 are growing at an alarming rate.
"The number of attacks has increased ten-fold," said Lawver, coordinator
of EMU's Information Assurance Program.
To help address the growing need for qualified
information security professionals, Lawver has
redesigned EMU's information assurance courses.
"We have brought the curriculum into the 21st century
to deal with issues related to homeland security," said
Lawver. "We are addressing network security protection
and issues related to the large volume of threats against
U.S. systems."
The information assurance program at EMU began in
Lawver
1995. Since then, EMU's program has become the only
one in the state of Michigan to offer information assurance degrees at all
three academic levels (bachelor's, master's and doctoral). "This is a
preemptive package that allows a student to graduate and start working
immediately," Lawver said. "Before, a student would graduate and have to
find a niche that allowed them to specialize in a certain area. Now, they
are specialists when they graduate. Students can choose a concentration in
information assurance management, network security/administration or
digital investigations. "
The graduate certificate program redesign modified the existing courses in
the program, and then added six courses in network security and six
courses in digital investigation.
The undergraduate degree was revised by merging information assurance
and network administration, and adding coursework in network security.
All of EMU's information courses are approved by the Committee on
National Security Systems (CNSS) and mapped to 4011 and 4012
standards.
"We have 100-percent employment," said Lawver. "The National Security
Agency has hired five of our graduates. We also have graduates at
Homeland Security, the State Department and embassies, and local, state
and federal law enforcement agencies."
According to Lawver, there are currently 200 students in the
undergraduate information assurance degree program, 60 in the graduate
degree program and 24 in the doctoral information assurance program.

For information about EMU's degrees and certificates in information
assurance, go to www.emich.edu/ia/

11..
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With a new semester, the Bathhouse Reading Series returns with sound
artist Stephanie Rowden, performance artist Steve Benson and novelist
Gail Scott.
Feb. 9, 2010 issue
Bathhouse Reading
Series returns for
another round

By Alyssa Eckles

The Bathhouse series, which is now commonplace for
many of EMU's creative writing, literature and art
students, evolved from Christine Hume's desire for a
more cross-genre experience. The series' guests do
more than just a traditional reading. For example,
Rowden plans on giving an artist's talk about her work
and Benson's piece will be entirely improvised.
The name "Bathhouse," comes from a theme of water,
said Hume, head of EMU's Creative Writing Department.
"Ypsilanti used to be a famous town where people used Rowden
to 'take the waters'," she said, adding Ypsilanti and EMU
also have underground streams, one of which is beneath the Jones
Goddard building on campus.
"Bathhouse" then comes to mean a place where things mix or blend, much
like in water, to give a cross-genre and hybrid event, Hume said.
The Bathhouse series will have one reading in February and a second in
March, but the series won't be stopping any time soon.
"One of the most exciting things, of late, is we've outgrown some of our
old venues," said Hume, who said as many as 250 people have attended
prior Bathhouse events.
The first Bathhouse reading will be Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 12:30 p.m. with
Rowden and Benson. Scott closes the series Monday, March 15, at 6:30
p.m. Both sessions will be in the Student Center Auditorium.
About the guests
Rowden's audio installations have been
featured in the Brooklyn Museum, under the
Brooklyn Bridge and at galleries in New York
and Chicago. Recent projects for radio have
been featured on Michigan Radio and PRI's
Studio 360. Her work explores the ways
stories can shift and stretch our
understanding of the world, and of
ourselves. Currently, Rowden is an assistant
professor at the University of Michigan,
teaching sound-related classes about
working with sound for installation,
performance, new media and radio.
Benson has been both a poet and a
performer for more than 30 years. His

performances often involve improvisation as
well as written poems. Some of his betterknown pieces are "Roaring Spring" and
"Open Clothes." He is working with nine
other poets on a piece entitled, "The Grand
Piano : An Experiment in Collective
Autobiography. " Benson also works as a clinical psychologist in Maine.
OPEN BOOK: Steve
Benson, author of "Open
Clothes", i s one of the
guests for EMU's
Bathhouse Reading Series .

Scott is both a journalist and a novelist. Growing up around Quebec, she
was the founding editor of "The Last Post," the feminist magazine "Des
luttes et des rires des femmes" and the French-language cultural magazine
"Spirale." Her most recent books have been "Heroine" and "Main Brides,"
with the works "The Obituary" and "Werther Lives" being published soon.
Scott teaches creative writing at the Universite de Montreal.
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PIC NIC TI M E: (from left) Brian Nemorovski, the voice of EMU basketball on 89.1 WEMU, and Associate
Athletic Director Doug Dowdy, get ready to enjoy some cookies at the first-ever Eagle Nation All
Campus Picnic, which took place Feb. 4 in the Student Center Ballroom. The EMU women's basketball
players and their coaches were on hand. Appoximately 500 EMU students, faculty and staff attended to
eat hot dogs and chips, play Spin to Win, try the Eagle Claw for a crack at various prizes, or buy a
raffle ticket for a chance to win a MacBook.
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D O M E AT S U N R IS E : This view of the new $3.9 million multi-purpose indoor practice facility was taken
at sunrise Feb. 8. The facility, located near the northeast corner of Rynearson Stadium, was inflated
the morning of Feb. 7. The air-supported structure can be configured for a football field, an
international soccer field or four youth soccer fields. The facility will provide EMU's collegiate athletic
teams and Ypsilanti community teams with more opportunities to play and practice despite inclement
weather.
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A PAI NTI N G PERSPECTIVE: Students in Robert Throne's a rt class review works created by EMU
faculty members for the Art Faculty Exhibition in the Student Center Gallery. The exhibition, which
runs through March 1 2, features the artwork of both full and adjunct faculty members. Work in display
includes photography, painting, mixed media, metalsmithing, video and more.
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UNIC£f
(Un ited
Nations
youtti
rel i ef)

H E L P H AITI: Christina Waszak, a fourth-year computer science major from Joliet, Ill., and a member
of the Honors College, collects donations for various organizations working for relief in Haiti. The EMU
Honors College hosted a "Quarter Rally for Haiti" Feb. 4 near the Student Center Bookstore. Donations
could be made to the American Red Cross, U NICEF, Society of St. Vincent de Paul or the Humane
Society International. The effort raised more than $400. Photo by Anthony Gattine
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The following are news briefs about important activitiies and events happening
at Eastern Michigan University.
Feb. 9, 2010 issue
News Briefs
By Ron Podell
• Cookies and cakes
for Valentine's Day
• Nora/Julie
• National Survey of
Student
Engag_e_ment
• Attention, EMU
student employees
• College of Arts and
Sciences
scholarships
available
• Everyone is
Extraordinary
Auction
• Farewell reception
for Ken McAnders
• E M U LeaderShape
call for faculty

• Cookies and cakes for Valentine's Day: Get your
Valentine's Day sweets ordered by Tuesday, Feb. 9.
Choose from a yellow cake with white frosting, a
chocolate chip cookie or a chocolate brownie. Each
dessert be inscribed with a special message in pink
icing. Choose from "Happy Valentine's Day" or "I
Love You" and a name of up to 12 letters. Each
pastry comes ready-to-travel in a 9-inch, heart
shaped pan. The cost is is $9 each. Pick-up is on
either Friday, Feb. 12, beginning at noon, or
Saturday, Feb. 13, all day. To place an order, visit Eastern Eateries Food
Court or go online to print an order form at
www.emich.edu/dinio..gLvalentine.Qdf.
• Nora / Julie: Eastern Michigan University Theatre heats up this winter
with "Nora" and "Julie", a steamy pair of adaptations by Ingmar Bergman
based on two theatrical classics : Henrik Ibsen's "A Doll's House," and
August Strindberg 's "Miss Julie." A melange of seduction and
manipulation where secrets are spilled and true natures revealed,
"Nora/Julie" will share the stage Feb 12-13 and 1 8-20, 7 p.m., and Feb.
14, 3 p.m. , Sponberg Theatre. Terry Heck Seibert and Lee Stille direct.
Tickets are $ 15 regular admission, $12 for students and $9 for
MAINSTAGE patrons. For tickets, call 487-2282 or pick them up at the
Convocation Center, Student Center ticket office or the Quirk Box Office.
To purchase tickets online, got to www.emutix.com.

f.

National Survey of Student
Engagement: Eastern
2
Michigan University is
�
��----------------� participating in the National
Survey of Student
Engagement. Selected students will receive a survey invitation e-mail
from Provost and Executive Vice President Jack Kay. If you are selected,
please take 15 minutes to complete the survey. To access the survey, go
to www.nssesurvey.org . For more information, call Institutional Research
and Informational Management at 487-4924.
alional Survey of Stud · nt Engagment

• Attention, EMU student employees: In EM U's efforts to continue to go
g reen, the University has hired Higher One to process E M U 's payroll. By
Feb. 15, student employees should go to the Higher One Web site at
https://emueagleone. higheroneaccount.com/ and choose a payroll
preference. If a student wants their check to continue to be direct
deposited to the same bank account it is currently deposited to, students
should submit that as their preference. If you currently receive a check
and you would like to continue that method, just click that preference. If
you need assistance with a payroll question, contact Payroll at 487-2393
or e-mail payroll. questions@emich. edu. If you need assistance with a
Higher One question, contact the Eagle Card Office at 487-31 76 or e-mail
eag �onecaLd@e_01ich.edu .
• College of Arts and Sciences scholarships available: Eastern

Michigan University's College of Arts and Sciences has scholarships
available. For more information, please visit
http: //www. emich.ed!Jjcas/stu-scholarships.html or call 487-4344. The
deadline for all applications is Tuesday, Feb. 16.

.

.

• Everyone is Extraordinary
veryone 1s Extraord inary
Auction·• The "Everyone is
Al1 EMii oucDCl<I .,r..m.,e,; shKk:nlJ IMlfl !pffl()IDttCS
Extraordinary" Auction will create an �
endowed scholarship to provide an
opportunity for students with special
---------'
'-'--needs to take classes at EMU. The
----auction is Thursday, Feb. 18, 6-9
p.m. , Student Center Ballroom. The event is hosted by EMU's
Department of Special Education. Vic Faust, co-anchor of WXYZ-TV's
Action News, is the master of ceremonies. Tickets are $30 per person,
$50 per couple and $5 for students. Purchase your tickets at
www.emutix.com or call (734) 487-2282.

Q

Farewell reception for Ken McKanders: Please join the
University community in bidding farewell to General Counsel
Ken McKanders after 22 years of service to EMU. A reception
is scheduled Friday, Feb. 19, 3-5 p.m., room 300, Student
Center. There will be a binder to record your favorite stories
and memories of Ken. If you are unable to attend, please
send a page of thoughts for insertion in the binder to Holly
Smith, president's office, room 202, Welch Hall.
EMU LeaderShape call for faculty: Campus Life is in need
of five faculty and staff members to volunteer for facilitators
in the EMU LeaderShape Institute. Facilitator training is
Saturday, April 24, and the session runs from Sunday, April 25, through
Friday, April 30. LeaderShape will take place at Echo Grove Camp in
Leonard, Mich., near Auburn Hills. For more information, contact Noah
Borton at nborton@emich.edu or call (734) 487-2493. For more
information about LeaderShape, go to www.leadershape.org.

McKanders
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MelJssa Cafa brese

Site Coordinator
GEAR UP

W hen I saw an opening with the Eastern Michigan University GEAR UP program in the fall of 2006, I felt like it
would be a perfect match. I moved from New Brunswick, N.J. and the 21st Century Community Learning Centers
program to join the GEAR U P program in January 2007. I began working with seventh graders in the Wayne
Westland Community schools, with the task of preparing them for the possibility of college by increasing their
academic achievements. Today, my students are in 10th grade. I couldn't be happier with my job.
I'm a site coordinator at EMU's GEAR U P (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs),
which is a part of the Institute for the Study of Children, Families and Communities. We're a federally funded
program designed to encourage our cohort of students to continue learning after high school. We work primarily
with low-income families in Michigan to get students interested in higher education. I also have the pleasure of
collaborating with college students - as well as schoolteachers, community partners and EMU professors - to
build strong relationships with our students and their families as we work towards our program goals.
With GEAR U P, students are followed from the seventh grade until the summer after they graduate high school. My
motto is, "We do whatever it takes," and that's the truth. GEAR U P offers academic support before, during and
after school; seminars on financial aid, and overnight trips to inspire students to consider higher education by
exploring various post-secondary education options. We adjust our GEAR U P services as students grow. We even
have tutors, also known as college preparatory assistants, in classrooms to help out.
I love my job, and that's mostly because I value working with creative and thoughtful people in the schools and at
Eastern Michigan. Everyone from our director, Russ Olwell - who shaved his head as promised because we met
our match for our partnership grant (our GEAR U P students still talk about that) - to highly dedicated professors,
Eastern students and staff help make the program possible.

I have the privi lege of watch ing a g reat g roup of students g row u p and help them get ready for bigger things. I'm
planning on staying at Eastern for a while. I'm looking forward to our GEAR U P students' high school g raduation in
20 1 2 ! - Contributed by Alyssa Eckles
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